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 ...is facing a growing demand for economic policy research 
with a regional and continental perspective. This demand 
is largely the result of a need to reconsider policy options 
in an increasingly integrated Africa – an apparent outcome 
of globalization. Continental bodies (e.g. African Union 
Commission, the Pan-African Parliament, Pan-African Farmers’ 
Forum) and Regional Economic Communities (RECs) need 
empirical evidence to inform and influence regional policies 

and strategies like land and trade policies. This information 
is also necessary to more effectively guide public financing 
decisions of national-level public and private policy-makers. 

Africa has a wide spectrum of national and regional economic 
policy research institutions. Yet, national and regional 
policy-makers do not have adequate access to the policy 
research results needed to inform and influence public 

The African food and agricultural policy arena...

The African Food and Agricultural Policy Platform (AFAPP) was established by the Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa 
(FARA), in collaboration with the Center for International Food and Agricultural Policy (CIFAP) of the University of Minnesota, 
USA, and a panel of senior policy experts and economists drawn from within and outside Africa. AFAPP as a continental policy 
platform seeks to enhance the effectiveness of evidence-based policy support to increase food productivity and agricultural 
transformation in Africa. 

AFAPP’s Vision is to be a lead continental platform capable of influencing policies that contribute to increased food and 
agricultural productivity in Africa. AFAPP’s Mission is to promote evidence-based policies that support food and agricultural 
productivity and competitiveness in Africa. The mission and vision will be accomplished by supporting the development of a 
robust economic policy research community in Africa; facilitating the engagement of the economic research community with 
policy-makers over economic issues affecting food and agricultural development in Africa; and promoting networking among 
African economic policy research institutions. 

The platform will accomplish these by catalysing the production of high-quality economic policy research to deliver empirical 
evidence for food and agricultural policy formulation and decision-making; connecting economic policy research institutions, 
policy-makers and the science and development community; and communicating economic policy research results and policy 
options to decision makers through workshops, seminars and conferences. 

The founding of AFAPP within FARA’s Advocacy and Policy Networking Support Function (NSF) marks a significant milestone 
in FARA’s efforts to deliver policy support to the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP). AFAPP 
will collaborate with the African Union Commission’s (AUC) Policy Analysis and Knowledge Support (PAKS) programme to 
deliver policy knowledge, information and skills (PKIS) to the CAADP planning processes. The platform will not only support 
the AUC PAKS programme but will also complement and add value to the work of African economic policy research institutions 
by harnessing their collective knowledge, information and skills to support increased food production and agricultural 
transformation in Africa.

Summary
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policy. Furthermore, economic policy research institutions 
are not adequately equipped to generate and disseminate 
policy-relevant empirical evidence. Even when the evidence 
is available, it does not sufficiently feed into policy and 
decision-making processes because of the limited capacity 
of most research institutions to transmit the results, and the 
policy process to take up and utilize the information. 

There is insufficient communication among African economic 
policy research institutions, and a general disconnect 
between them and policy-makers. They compete rather 
than complement each other’s work, leading to duplication 
and, quite possibly, a waste of resources. As a result, these 
institutions cannot support policy and decision-making 
processes, inhibiting Africa’s ability to respond to key 
challenges facing the continent’s food and agriculture sector.

African countries need to... 

...build the capacities of national and regional economic policy 
research institutions to enable them produce and disseminate 
the evidence needed to inform and influence public policy. 
Equally important is the need to enhance the skills and 
capacities of African policy-makers to take up and convert 
the evidence into appropriate policies. In addition, linkages 
among African economic policy research institutions on the 
one hand, and between these institutions and policy-makers 
on the other, need to be strengthened to take advantage of 
their relative strengths and skills to produce, disseminate and 
utilize empirical evidence that can inform and influence public 
policy. 

The Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA), in 
collaboration with the Center for International Food and 
Agricultural Policy (CIFAP)1, University of Minnesota, USA, 
established the African Food and Agricultural Policy Platform 
(AFAPP) to enhance the effectiveness of evidence-based 
policy support to food and agricultural transformation in 
Africa.

The planning workshop2 to establish AFAPP brought together 
high-level policy experts and economists drawn from a 
wide range of national, regional and international policy 
institutions, including universities from the continent and 
abroad:

• UN Economic Commission for Africa (UN-ECA), Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia 

• UN African Institute for Economic Development and 
Planning (UN-IDEP), Dakar, Senegal 

1  CIFAP was represented at the planning workshop by its Director, Prof. Terry Roe, and 
Rodney Smith, Prof. of Applied Economics, University of Minnesota.

2  The workshop was facilitated by Dr. Virchow Detlef of the Food Security Center (FSC) 
of the University of Hohenheim, Germany.

•  International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), 
Washington, DC, USA 

•  African Union Commission (AUC), Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

•  Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA), Nairobi, 
Kenya 

•  Center for International Food and Agricultural Policy 
(CIFAP), University of Minnesota, USA

•  Fayetteville State University, North Carolina, USA

•  Food Security Center (FSC), University of Hohenheim, 
Germany

•  Policy Analysis and Advocacy Programme (PAAP), 
Association for Strengthening Agricultural Research in 
Eastern and Central Africa (ASARECA), Entebbe, Uganda 

•  Ethiopian Economic Association, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

•  Science and Technology Policy Research Institute (STEPRI – 
CSIR), Accra, Ghana 

•  Institute of Statistical, Social and Economic Research 
(ISSER), Accra, Ghana

•  Department of Agricultural Economics, University of 
Ghana, Legon, Ghana

•  Kenya Institute for Public Policy and Analysis (KIPPRA), 
Nairobi, Kenya 

•  Center for Agricultural Research and Development (CARD), 
Bunda College, Malawi 

•  Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic Research 
(NISER), Ibadan, Nigeria

•  Center for the Study of African Economies (CSAE), Abuja, 
Nigeria 

•  Department of Agricultural Economics, University of 
Ibadan, Ibadan, Nigeria 

•  Consortium for Economic and Social Research (CRES), 
Dakar, Senegal 

•  Trade Law Center for Southern Africa (TLC), Stellenbosch, 
South Africa

•  Economic and Social Research Foundation (ESRF), Dar es 
Salaam, Tanzania
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•  Department of Agricultural Economics, Sokoine University 
of Agriculture (SUA), Morogoro, Tanzania

•  Economic Policy Research Center (EPRC), Makerere 
University, Kampala, Uganda 

• Department of Agribusiness and Natural Resource 
Economics, Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda 

• Namibia Broadcasting Corporation, Windhoek, Namibia 

•  Ministry of Scientific Research and Innovation, Yaounde, 
Cameroon

•  Centre d’Etudes, de Documentation et de Recherche 
Economiques et Sociales (CEDRES), Ouagadougou, Burkina 
Faso

The African food and agricultural policy     
platform... 

...will address the need for effective policy response to 
regional and continental food and agricultural issues 
confronting Africa. 

AFAPP’s vision is to be a lead continental platform capable 
of influencing policies that contribute to increased food and 
agricultural productivity in Africa. 

AFAPP’s mission is to promote evidence-based policies 
that support food and agricultural productivity and 
competitiveness in Africa.

To accomplish its mission and vision, AFAPP has a three-fold 
role to play. The first role is to catalyse African economic 
policy research institutions, systems and processes to deliver 
evidence-based policy support to food and agricultural 
development using the knowledge, information and skills 
available in those institutions. It will support the development 
of a robust agricultural economic research community in 
Africa from which ‘affiliates’ or AFAPP member country 
economists3 will be drawn. AFAPP affiliates will:

•  Undertake independent and high-quality agricultural 
economic research to generate the evidence needed for 
food and agricultural policy formulation;4

•  Undertake and manage regional agricultural research 
projects to fill knowledge gaps about key development 
challenges facing Africa; and

•  “Translate” policy research results into readable, short 
briefs designed for policy makers and “policy technocrats”.

3  These are the research resources with which AFAPP can carry out its mandate. 
Affiliates could, for example, be requested to send proposals for the development of 
a working paper in an area deemed of importance to African agriculture.

4  This entails generating outputs such as working papers, refereed papers, books, 
policy briefs and reports or quarterly policy perspectives. 

The second role is to connect African economic policy 
research institutions and policy-makers by providing space 
and a forum where dialogues, debates and ideas on food and 
agricultural policy can be shared. This will involve promoting 
networking among economic policy research institutions, 
policy-makers and other policy stakeholders to:

•  Exchange policy knowledge and information, share lessons 
learned on cross-boundary experiences, and best practice 
policies and approaches; 

•  Dialogue and debate key policy issues affecting food and 
agriculture in Africa; and 

•  Collaboratively undertake economic policy research 
and exploit potential synergies and complementarities 
available at the national, sub-regional and continental 
levels.

The third role is to communicate economic policy research 
results and best practice policy options to ‘affiliates’ of AFAPP, 
policy-makers and to the broader community of economists. 
This involves:

•  Advocacy for best practice policy options to take 
advantage of opportunities for investment; 



5

Figure 1. The role of AFAPP

Table 1. AFAPP–PAKS CAADP Policy Support Matrix

NSF = Networking Support Function

•  Facilitating workshops, seminars, lectures and conferences 
to discuss and dialogue key issues affecting food and 
agriculture in Africa and communicate outcomes to 
policy-makers; and 

•  Disseminating research outcomes widely through 
various channels, including conferences, workshops and 
publications. 

Figure 1 illustrates how the catalysing, connecting and 
communicating (three “Cs”) roles of AFAPP contribute to 
policy advocacy, policy knowledge and information sharing, 
capacity and institutional strengthening, and opportunities 
and investments.
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Figure 2. AFAPP-PAKS support to CAADP

As for AFAPP’s organizational 
structure... 
...it has a very lean structure consisting of a steering 
committee for overseeing the platform’s general strategy 
and work and ensuring that its activities are in line with 
its objectives and overall goal; a secretariat (hosted at 
FARA) that facilitates implementation of activities; and 
three thematic advisory groups drawn from “affiliate” 
member institutions to represent each of the three “Cs” 
in AFAPP’s role (Figure 3).

Members of AFAPP are drawn from…
...policy and economic research institutions, including 
universities in and outside Africa; government ministries 
and departments; regional economic communities; 
private sector institutions and individuals; civil society 
organizations, including farmers’ organizations; and 
include Individual economists and policy experts.

AFAPP is housed...
...in the Advocacy and Policy Unit of the FARA Secretariat 
in Accra, Ghana and collaborates with CIFAP, University 
of Minnesota, USA, the AUC PAKS programme, and 
“affiliate” member institutions. AFAPP activities are 
implemented by a small core staff based at the FARA 
Secretariat, the University of Minnesota, the AUC and a 
wide range of affiliate member country economists and 
policy experts.

AFAPP will also support the 
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 
Development Programme (CAADP)...

...by linking up with the 
AUC Policy Analysis 
and Knowledge 
Support (PAKS) 
Programme to bring 
the policy knowledge, 
information and 
skills (PKIS) available 
within African (and 
non-African) economic 

policy research institutions to bear on CAADP planning and 
implementation structures, systems and processes. The 
platform will:

•  Support policy knowledge and information generation for 
evidence-based planning in CAADP;

•  Enhance skills for policy analyses, and for disseminating 
results for subsequent use by CAADP country teams;

•  Promote partnerships and alliances to capitalize on 
experiential learning and out-scaling of best practice 
policies; and

•  Advocate for mainstreaming of policy into CAADP policy 
reform and review structures and processes, as well as 
organizational and institutional structures and processes. 

Details of AFAPP’s support to CAADP are shown in Figure 2 
and the Policy Support Matrix in Table 1.

Figure 3. Structure of AFAPP
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About FARA

FARA is the Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa, the apex organization bringing together and forming coalitions of major 
stakeholders in agricultural research and development in Africa. 

FARA is the technical arm of the African Union Commission (AUC) on rural economy and agricultural development and the lead 
agency of the AU’s New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) to implement the fourth pillar of the Comprehensive 
African Agricultural Development Programme (CAADP), involving agricultural research, technology dissemination and uptake. 

FARA’s vision: reduced poverty in Africa as a result of sustainable broad-based agricultural growth and improved livelihoods, 
particularly of smallholder and pastoral enterprises. 

FARA’s mission: creation of broad-based improvements in agricultural productivity, competitiveness and markets by supporting 
Africa’s sub-regional organizations (SROs) in strengthening capacity for agricultural innovation.

FARA’s Value Proposition: to provide a strategic platform to foster continental and global networking that reinforces the 
capacities of Africa’s national agricultural research systems and sub-regional organizations.

FARA will make this contribution by achieving its Specific Objective of sustainable improvements to broad-based agricultural 
productivity, competitiveness and markets.

Key to this is the delivery of five Results, which respond to the priorities expressed by FARA’s clients. These are:

1.  Establishment of appropriate institutional and organizational arrangements for regional agricultural research and 
development. 

2.  Broad-based stakeholders provided access to the knowledge and technology necessary for innovation.

3.  Development of strategic decision-making options for policy, institutions and markets. 

4.  Development of human and institutional capacity for innovation. 

5.  Support provided for platforms for agricultural innovation. 

FARA will deliver these results by supporting the SROs through these Networking Support Functions (NSFs): 

NSF1/3. Advocacy and policy

NSF2. Access to knowledge and technologies

NSF4. Capacity strengthening

NSF5. Partnerships and strategic alliances

FARA’s donors are the African Development Bank (AfDB), the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), the Centre de 
Coopération Internationale en Recherche Agronomique pour le Développement (CIRAD), the Danish International Development 
Agency (DANIDA), the Department for International Development (DFID), the European Commission (EC), the International 
Development Research Centre (IDRC), the Syngenta Foundation, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), the World 
Bank and the Governments of Italy and the Netherlands.
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For further information contact:

Prof  Monty P Jones
Executive Director

mjones@fara-africa.org

Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA)

PMB CT 173
Accra, Ghana

Tel: +233 302 772823
Fax: +233 302 773676

www.fara-africa.org

Dr Emmanuel N Tambi
Director, Policy and Advocacy
etambi@fara-africa.org


